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Touleugeron d’ ekeino, ei tiV gelei polei
CrhVon ti bouleum’ eiV meson ferein, ecwn.
Kai tauq’, o crhzwn, lamproV esq’, o mh gelwn,
Siga, ti toutwn eVin isaiteron polei;

- Euripid. Hicetia.

This is true Liberty, when freeborn men,
Having to advise the public, may speak free;

Which he who can, and will, deserves high
praise:

Who neither can, nor will, may hold his peace:
What can be juster in a state than this?
- Euripid, Hicetia.

They, who to states and governors of the com-
monwealth direct their speech, high court of
parliament! or wanting such access in a private
condition, write that which they foresee may
advance the public good; I suppose them, as at
the beginning of no mean endeavour, not a little
altered and moved inwardly in their minds; some
with doubt of what will be the success, others
with fear of what will be the censure; some with
hope, others with confidence of what they have
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to speak. And me perhaps each of these
dispositions, as the subject was whereon I
entered, may have at other times variously
affected; and likely might in these foremost
expressions now also disclose which of them
swayed most, but that the very attempt of this
address thus ruade, and the thought of whom it
hath recourse to, hath got the power within me
to a passion, far more welcome than incidental
to a preface. Which though I stay not to confess
ere any ask, I shall be blameless, if it be no
other, than the joy and gratulation which it
brings to all who wish and promote their
country's liberty; whereof this whole discourse
proposed will be a certain testimony, if not a
trophy. For this is not the liberty which we can
hope, that no grievance ever should arise in the
commonwealth, that let no man in this world
expect; but when complaints are freely heard,
deeply considered, and speedily reformed, then
is the utmost bound of civil liberty obtained that
wise men look for. To which if I now manifest,
by the very sound of this which I shall utter,
that we are already in good part arrived, and
yet from such a steep disadvantage of tyranny
and superstition grounded into our principles, as
was beyond the manhood of a Roman recovery,
it will be attributed first, as is most due, to the
strong assistance of God, our deliverer; next to
your faithful guidance and undaunted wisdom,
lords and commons of England! Neither is it in
God's esteem, the diminution of his glory, when
honourable things are spoken of good men, and
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worthy magistrates; which if I now first should
begin to do after so fair a progress of your
laudable deeds, and such a long obligement upon
the whole realm to your indefatigable virtues, I
might be justly reckoned among the tardiest and
the unwillingest of them that praise vye.
Nevertheless there being three principal things,
without which all praising is but courtship and
flattery; first, when that only is praised which
is solidly worth praise; next, when greatest
likelihoods are brought, that such things are
truly and really in those persons, to whom they
are ascribed; the other, when he who praises,
by showing that such his actual persuasion is of
whom he writes, can demonstrate that he flatters
not, the former two of these I have heretofore
endeavoured, rescuing the employment from him
who went about to impair your merits with a
trivial and malignant encomium; the latter as
belonging chiefly to mine own acquittal, that
whom I so extolled I did not fatter hath been
reserved opportunely to this occasion. For he
who freely magnifies what hath been nobly done,
and fears not to declare as freely what might be
done better, gives ye the best covenant of his
fidelity; and that his loyalest affection and his
hope waits on your proceedings. His highest
praising is not flattery, and his plainest advice
is a kind of praising; for though I should affirm
and hold by argument, that it would fare better
with truth, with learning, and the commonwealth,
if one of your published orders, which I should
name, were called in; yet at the same time it
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could not but much redound to the lustre of your
mild and equal government, whenas private
persons are hereby animated to think ye better
pleased with public advice, than other statists
have been delighted heretofore with public
flattery. And men will then see what difference
there is between the magnanimity of a triennial
parliament, and that jealous haughtiness of
prelates and cabin counsellors that usurped of
late, whenas they shall observe ye in the midst
of your victories and successes more gently
brooking written exceptions against a voted
order, than other courts, which had produced
nothing worth memory but the weak ostentation
of wealth, would have endured the least signified
dislike at any sudden proclamation. If I should
thus far presume upon the meek demeanour of
your civil and gentle greatness, lords and
commons! as what your published order hath
directly said, that to gainsay, I might defend
myself with ease, if any should accuse me of
being new or insolent, did they but know how
much better I find ye esteem it to imitate the
old and elegant humanity of Greece, than the
barbaric pride of a Hunnish and Norwegian
stateliness. And out of those ages, to whose
polite wisdom and letters we owe that we are
not yet Goths and Jutlanders, I could name him
who from his private house wrote that discourse
to the parliament of Athens, that persuades them
to change the form of democraty which was then
established. Such honour was done in those days
to men who professed the study of wisdom and
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eloquence, not only in their own country, but in
other lands, that cities and signiories heard them
gladly, and with great respect, if they had aught
in public to admonish the state. Thus did Dion
Pruszeus, a stranger and a private orator, counsel
the Rhodians against a former edict; and 1
abound with other like examples, which to set
here would be superfluous. But if from the
industry of a life wholly dedicated to studious
labours, and those natural endowments haply
not the worst for two and fifty degrees of
northern latitude, so much must be derogated,
as to count me not equal to any of those who
had this privilege, I would obtain to be thought
not so inferior, as yourselves are superior to the
most of them who received their counsel; and
how far you excel them, be assured, lords and
commons! there can no greater testimony
appear, than, when vyour Prudent spirit
acknowledges and obeys the voice of reason,
from what quarter soever it be heard speaking;
and renders ye as willing to repeal any act of
your own setting forth, as any set forth by your
predecessors.

If ye be thus resolved, as it were injury to think
yve were not, I know not what should withhold
me from presenting ye with a fit instance
wherein to show both that love of truth which
ye eminently profess, and that uprightness of
your judgment which is not wont to be partial
to yourselves; by judging over again that order
which ye have ordained “to regulate printing;
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to show what hath been done by ancient and
famous commonwealths, against this disorder,
till the very time that this project of licensing
crept out of the inquisition, was catched up by
our prelates, and hath caught some of our
presbyters.

In Athens, where books and wits were ever
busier that in any other part of Greece, I find
but only two sorts of writings which the
magistrate cared to take notice of; those either
blasphemous and atheistical, or libellous. Thus
the books of Protagoras were by the judges of
Areopagus commanded to be burnt, and himself
banished the territory for a discourse, begun
with his confessing not to know, “whether there
were gods, or whether not.”

And against defaming, it was agreed that none
should be traduced by name, as was the manner
of Vétus Comeedia, whereby we may guess how
they censured libelling; and this course was quick
enough, as Cicero writes, to quell both the
desperate wits of other atheists, and the open
way of defaming, as the event showed. Of other
sects and opinions, though tending to
voluptuousness, arid the denying of divine
Providence, they took no heed. Therefore we do
not read that either Epicurus, or that libertine
school of Cyrene, or what the Cynic impudence
uttered, was ever questioned by the Ilaws.
Neither is it recorded, that the writings of those
old comedians were suppressed, though the
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acting of them were forbid; and that Plato
commended the reading of Aristophanes, the
loosest of them all, to his royal scholar
Dionysius, is commonly known, and may be
excused, if holy Chrysostom, as is reported,
nightly studied so much the same author, and
had the art to cleanse a scurrilous vehemence
into the style of a rousing sermon. That other
leading city of Greece, Lacedeemon, considering
that Lycurgus their lawgiver was so addicted to
elegant learning, as to have been the first that
brought out of Ionia the scatterred works of
Homer, and sent the poet Thaies from Crete to
prepare and mollify the Spartan surliness with
his smooth songs and odes, the better to plant
among them Ilaw arm civility; it is to be
wondered how museless and unbookish they
were, minding nought but the feats of war. There
needed no licensing of books among them, for
they disliked all but their own laconic
apophthegms, and took a slight occasion to
chase Archilocus out of their city, perhaps for
composing in a higher strain than their own
soldiery, ballads, and roundels. could reach to;
or if it were for his broad verses, they were not
therein so cautious, but they were as dissolute
in their promiscuous conversing; Whence
Euripides affirms in Andromache, that their
women were all unchaste. This much may give
us light after what sort of books were prohibited
among the Greeks. The Romans also for many
ages trained up only to a military roughness,
resembling most the Lacedamonian guise, knew
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of learning little but what their twelve tables and
the pontifie college with their augurs and flamins
taught them in religion and law; so unacquainted
with other learning, that when Carneades and
Critolaus, with the stoic Diogenes, coming
embassadors to Rome, took thereby occasion to
give the city a taste of their philosophy, they
were suspected for seducers by no less a man
than Cato the censor, who moved it in the senate
to dismiss them speedily, and to banish all such
Attic babblers out of Italy. But Scipio and others
of the noblest senators withstood him and his
old Sabin austerity; honoured and admired the
men; and the censor himself at last. in his old
age, fell to the study of that whereof before he
was so scrupulous. And yet at the same time,
Naevius and Plautus, the first Latin comedians,
had filled the city with all the borrowed scenes
of Menander and Philemon. Then began to be
considered there also what was to be done to
libellous books and authors; for Naevius was
quickly cast into prison for his unbridled pen,
and released by the tribunes wupon his
recantation; we read also that libels were burnt,
and the makers punished, by Augustus. The like
severity, no doubt, was used, if aught were
impiously writven against their esteemed gods.
Except in these two points, how the world went
in books, the magistrate kept no reckoning. And
therefore Lucretius, without impeachment,
versifies his Epicurism, to Memmius, and had
the honour to be set forth the second time by
Cicero, so great a father of the commonwealth;
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