' “Splendid.: '-.-"."..:-‘-’Mg_rveIously illustrated and writtenf..ﬁ@th a lively wit.”
—Los Angeles Times )

FROM PTO

/\/

L/If f\(\’

JAMES BllRKE



To Madeline

Gl

SIMON & SCHUSTER PAPERBACKS
Rockefeller Center

1230 Avenue of the Americas

New York, NY 10020

Copyright © 1978, 1995 by James Burke
Preface copyright © 2007 by London Writers

All rights reserved,
including the right of reproduction

in whole or in part in any form.
First Simon & Schuster paperback edition 2007

SiMoN & SCHUSTER PaPERBACKS and colophon are registered trademarks
of Simon & Schuster, Inc.

For information about special discounts for bulk purchases,
please contact Simon & Schuster Special Sales:

1-800-456-6798 or business@simonandschuster.com

Design by Robert Updegraff

Picture rescarch by Juliet Brightmore

Artwork rescarch by Dr. Jack Silver

Artwork by Nigel Osborne, Jim Marks, Berry/Fallon Design,
David Penny, Angus McBride

Manufactured in the United States of America
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 21
The Library of Congress has cataloged the Back Bay Books edition as follows:

Burke, James.
Connections / James Burke. — Rev. ed.
p. cm.
Includes Index
1. Inventions — History. 2. Technology — History. 1. Title.
T15.B76 1995
609 — dc20 95-12751

ISBN-13: 978-0-7432-9955-8
ISBN-10: 0-7432-9955-8



10

Contents

Author’s Acknowledgments

Preface

Introduction

The Trigger Effect

The Road from Alexandria
Distant Voices

Faith in Numbers

The Wheel of Fortune
Fuel to the Flame

The Long Chain

Eat, Drink and Be Merry
Lighting the Way
Inventing the Future
Further Reading

Index

KB K.

et

45
81

1881

I53

215
249
287
296

299



P/U ACKNOWLEDGMENTS



