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§7 THERE'S NOTHING
%] PARTICULARLY UNIQUE
S\ ABOUT THIS PHOTO.
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7" ONE OF HUNDREDS, )% . %
|  PROBABLY THOUSANDS T o

AND MY BLUDDY
GABE MAKING HIS
ONLY APFPEARANCE
IN THE COMIC,

THAT CHOMSKY HAS e
TAKEN ON ENDLESS
SPEAKING TOLRS OVER

THE PECAPES WITH FANS
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YOU'LL COME
TO BETTER KNOW
HIS THOUGHTS
AND IDEAS

| JW: THAT EXPERIENCE
OF MEETING CHOMSKY AND
THE WALK HOME AFTER GOT

THE “WHEELS TURNING,” AS
THE SAYING GOES.
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BELIEVE I'M

INTERVIEWING
N, CHOMSKY.

' Dl I HOPE 5
i & ) IDON'T SOUND )
©+ 344/ LIKE AN IDIOT,
LRI i AFTER ALL HE IS ('
T RATRE 14 | TARGUABLY THE
:.-'I- t'-;‘.':“."h l"::,i!' l MOST IMPORTANT
TN INTELLECTUAL

ALIVE.”
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MEETING HIM
WAS ONE THING
BUT TALKING
POLITICS IS

WOW, I'M
A LITTLE
NERVOUS.
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YEAH, JEFF, — I\,
HE'S FINISHING b S FEEL FREE
(/ WOUILD | - TO LOOK
oy | YOU LIKE TO - AROLIND.
WAIT IN HIS J )
OFFICE? . =

i
i
11l
LA 5
(R —  THANK
! \l | A\ vou.
il ||.'.\ I

CHOMSKY'S
LONGTIME
ASSISTANT BEV
LET ME INTO
THE OFFICE.

\ | _, THANKS
= : FOR TAKING

\ ; THE TIME TO
m MEET WITH

——— '
.'..I'r:
-+
e’ A
L
LA
el &l 1|
4 h
o o
L

12



NOT SURE IF
YOU REMEMEBER
BUT WE MET IN
TUCSON ABOUT

A YEAR AGO.
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A LITTLE
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YOURSELF.
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three passions, simple but overwhelmingly strong, ,_;?

have governed my life: the longing for love,
the search for knowledge, and unbearable pity
for the suffering of mankind  BERTRAND RUSSELL
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I WOULD

LIKE TO START
BY DISCUSSING THE
“OCCUPY WALL STREET"

MOVEMENT...
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I'M INTERESTED
IN THE “"DEEPER
STRUCTURE" OF
THE MOVEMENT,

SPECIFICALLY
THE SMALLER
SOCIAL SYSTEMS
OPERATING IN IT,

THE KITCHEN,
LIBRARY, HEALTH
SERVICES, AS FORMS
OF MUTUAL AID,

e

YOU'VE
DISCUSSED
THIS IN OTHER

L\ INTERVIEWS,

BUT I'D LIKE

TO GO INTO A

LITTLE MCRE
DEPTH.
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WHAT DO YOU VIEW

AS THE HISTORICAL

CONTEXT OF THESE

SPECIFIC ASPECTS
OF CGCCUPY?




*
’ THEY JUST CAME
SPONTANEOUSLY.
NOBODY PLANNED
THEM.
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WHEN PEOPLE
FOUND THEMSELVES
25 TOGETHER IN A SPACE,
A THEIR NATURAL INSTINCTS
: CAME OUT.

UMMM,
NATURAL

A @TJNCT‘S?

O
9 I WAS
L\ EXPECTING A
Q CONVERSATION
ABOUT HISTORY
\ AND POLITICS.

-

) COULD YOUu
-\ ELABORATE?

o S SURE, I'VE
P el DISCUSSED IT IN
A e OTHER PLACES.
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"I THINK THAT ANYONE'S

POLITICAL IDEAS OR THEIR IDEAS
OF SOCIAL ORGANIZATION MUST
BE ROOTED LLTIMATELY IN SOME
CONCEPT OF HUMAN NATURE
AND HUMAN NEEDS."”



NC: MY VIEW
IS "FUNDAMENTAL
HUMAN NEEDS" PROBABLY
INVOLVE "SPONTANEOLS
INITIATIVE, CREATIVE WORK,
SOLIDARITY, AND PURSUIT
OF SOCIAL JUSTICE." ;—&:

MADE A SIMILAR POINT,
WHICH I'VE WRITTEN

*TO
INQUIRE
AND TO

CREATE.”

"THESE ARE THE
CENTRES AROLIND
WHICH ALL HUMAN

PURSUITS MOEE OR

LESS DIRECTLY

REVOLVE.”

{ PHILOSOPHER AND FOUNDER OF THE
HUMBOLDT UNIVERSITY OF BERLIN

MIKHAIL
BAKUNIN
WROTE OF AN
“INSTINCT FOR

FREEDOM."
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e MIKHALL BAKUNIN: RUSSIAN
| REVOLUTIONARY ANARCHIST

IF WE ARE TO
MOVE TOWAERD
A DECENT
SOCIETY...

OR HAVE
SOME VISION
OF A FUTURE

T

e g e i etV

ASPECTS OF
HUMAN NATURE
CUTLINED BY
VON HUMBOLDT
AND BAKUNIN
WILL NEED TO BE
ACCOMMODATED.
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17



—
IF I

UNDERSTAND
YOU CORRECTLY,

THERE IS A
CONNECTION
BETWEEN HUMAN ) X
NATURE AND i by DAL
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“THE CAPACITY AND
THE NEED FOR CREATIVE
SELF-EXPRESSION, FOR

FREE CONTROL OF ALL
ASPECTS OF ONE’S LIFE

AND THOUGHT."”
SO WHEN YoU

ASKED ME ABOUT THE
HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF
OCCUPY, IT STARTS WITH

FEOPLE'S NATURAL
INSTINCTS.

AND YOUR
NATURAL INSTINCTS ARE
COOPERATION, MUTUAL

SUPPORT, BONDS OF
ASSOCIATION, HELPING
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NC: YOU'RE
GOING TO NEED
HEALTH SERVICES.
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NC: YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED THAT
WHEN THE POLICE CAME IN UNDER
BELOOMBERG'S ORDERS AND SMASHED
UP ZUCCOTTI PARK [LOCATION OF
OCCUPY WALL STREET]...

v e r e

ONE OF THE
THINGS THEY DID

WAS DESTROY [l
ALL THE BOOKS. = "

YOU HAVE GOT
TO DESTRCY
BOOKS THAT ARE
DANGEROUS.

IT HAS A LONG
TRADPITION BACK TO
THE MIDDLE AGES.

ARIZONA
KNOWS ALL
ABOUT THAT.
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Chapter 2

Tucson
Knows All
About That!




Image
not
avallable




IN FACT, THE
LEGEND OF ROBIN
HOOD, THE REASON IT'S
POPLILAR IS BECAUSE HE
WAS DEFENDING THE
COMMONS AGAINST THE
NOBLES, THE SHERIFF
AND ALL THAT STUFF.

THAT KIND
OF DISAPPEARED
FROM SIGHT.

THE STANDARD
VIEW TODAY IS WHAT'S
CALLED THE TRAGEDY
CF THE COMMONS,
GARRETT HARDIN.

IT MEANS
IF YOU LEAVE

SOMETHING NOT  jos
OWNED IT'S GOING e
TO DISAPPEAR. —

THAT'S TRUE IF
EVERYBODY IS AN INDIVIDUALIST
SAVAGE, LIKE IF YOU DON'T CARE
ABOUT ANYONE ELSE THEN
ANYTHING THAT IS CCMMON,
YOU'LL JUST RCB.

SR i

P "f;_'i'?j\j;: VR T Rt

IN ANY DECENT
SOCIETY IT'S UNTHINKABELE. IN
FEUDAL SOCIETIES, INDIGENOUS
SOCIETIES, AND TRADITIONAL
SOCIETIES WHAT'S COMMON...

/IS WHAT WE ALL
OWN AND WORK
ON AND TAKE
CARE OF...

éf' P -
i R

AND TRANSMIT
TO THE NEXT
GENERATION AND
IMPROVE AND SO

ON AND SO FORTH.

o
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BUT YOU'VE
GOT TO JUST DRIVE
THAT IDEA OUT OF
PEOPLE'S HEADS.

IT STARTED
WITH THE ENCLOSURE
MOVEMENT IN ENGLAND,
1€TH CENTURY.

o ‘11j

DRIVE THE PECPLE
OFF THE LAND AND
PRIVATIZE IT.

THE CONCEPT OF
PROPERTY THAT YOU
GET IN JOHN LOCKE AND
OTHERS |S ESSENTIALLY

s T A a "
=) .:I"‘:
1".1-" M

LUNLESS THINGS
ARE OWNED, THEY'RE GONNA —
BE DESTROYED. EVERYTHING HAS
TO BE OWNED. YOU READ, SAY,
ELACKSTONE, THE GREAT LEGAL
THEORIST OF ENGLAND.

HE SAYS, "WELL,

AIR AND WATER HAVE
TO BE HELD IN COMMON,
BUT EVERYTHING ELSE
HAS TO BE COMMOPDIFIED.
LAND, YOU KNOW, ENERGY
AND FIRE AND SO ON,
IT'S ALL 60T TO BE
COMMOPDIFIED.”

AND THAT'S A BIG
CHANGE FROM ANY
KNOWN SCCIETY.,

THAT'S THE
WESTERN CAPITALIST
MARKET SOCIETY,
WHICH IS EXTREMELY
DESTRUCTIVE.

I
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NC: THAT'S
WHY WE ARE
DESTROYING THE
ENVIRONMENT,

IF WE CAN HAVE
TAR SANDS AND SHALE
OIL, WE'LL BE OK FOR

ANOTHER HUNDRED
YEARS, MEANWHILE...

OUR GRANDCHILDREN
WILL BE LIVING ON
MOLINTAINTOPS,

S s

l.; s"i‘_rx/
BUT THAT'S NOT OLIR
BUSINESS BECAUSE WE
DON'T WANT TO THINK
ABOUT THINGS LIKE THIS.
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